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Dear Parents and Friends, 

 
On behalf of the children, staff and governors of Swimbridge CE Primary School, I would 

like to extend a warm welcome to our school prospectus, whether you are an existing 

parent seeking the latest information or a prospective parent choosing a school for your 

child. 
 

Swimbridge CE Primary is a small village school, situated in a beautiful rural setting in 

North Devon, which has served its close-knit community for over 150 years. We have 

around 110 pupils, arranged in four classes, supported by an experienced, highly skilled 

team of teachers and enthusiastic support staff. Our dedicated team strive to raise 

standards and promote a calm, purposeful but stimulating atmosphere which makes 

learning exciting and enjoyable through high quality lessons within a creative, broad, 

balanced and progressive curriculum. 
 

Set in a quiet location, 4 miles from Barnstaple, surrounded by beautiful countryside, we 

offer a historical building with various outdoor areas to learn and play. We have three 

small playgrounds and a forest school garden area on site and a large school field and 

nature area just across the quiet village road. We also make good use of the local 

Jubilee Hall and enjoy celebratory events at St James Church, just a five-minute walk 

away. Indoors, there are organised classrooms filled with happy, enthusiastic learners, 

surrounded by working walls demonstrating our ambitious intentions and colourful 

displays of children’s work. 
 

Central to our provision, is the recognition of all aspects of each child's development. 

Through the Thrive approach, we seek to enable the core of the child, ensuring that 

social and emotional barriers to learning are reduced and children develop resilience 

that will support them through life. 
 

You will also find lots of information on our website (visit www.swimbridge-

primary.devon.sch.uk) which is updated regularly with the latest school news, calendar 

dates, newsletters, curriculum information and children’s class ages, which, we hope, 

provide an insight into our small school with a big heart. 
 

Although our website and prospectus are very comprehensive, there is nothing better 

than a visit to the school to see the children and staff in action. I am very proud to be 

Headteacher of this wonderful primary school and would be delighted to show you 

around. Please make an appointment through the school office. 
 

 

Mrs S E Tibbles 

Headteacher 

  
 

 

Swimbridge CE Primary School     
Inspire, Enable and Educate for ‘Life in all its Fullness’. 

  
Barnstaple Hill 

Swimbridge 

BARNSTAPLE 

Devon EX32 0PJ 
  

  
01271 830 437 

admin@swimbridge-primary.devon.sch.uk 

www.swimbridge-primary.devon.sch.uk 

Our school vision is to embrace the spiritual, physical, intellectual, emotional and social development of all.  

We strive for educational excellence by supporting and developing the following values: 

Wisdom  Hope   Community   Dignity   Love 

http://www.swimbridge-primary.devon.sch.uk/
http://www.swimbridge-primary.devon.sch.uk/
http://www.swimbridge-primary.devon.sch.uk/


Last Updated Sept 2019 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

PROSPECTUS 
  

CONTENTS  
 

• Vision and Values 

• About Our School  
• Admissions and Starting School  
• Collective Worship 

• Our Curriculum 
 - Literacy 

 - Mathematics 

 - Science 

 - Design & Technology 

 - Geography and History 

 - Life Curriculum 

 - Religious Education 

 - Computing 

  - MFL 

 - Music 

 - Art & Design 

 - Drama and Dance 

 - PE   
• Trips, Visits and Extra Curricular Activities 

• Assessment of Progress and Attainment  
  - Measuring Progress 

  - Summative Attainment Tracking 

  - Statutory Assessment  
• Reporting to Parents  

• Homework  
• Positive Behaviour 

• Behaviour for Learning  
• Collaboration with other Schools  
• School Uniform  
• School Transport  
• School Meals  
• Payments  
• School Hours and Absences  
• Cool Kids Club  
• Parents and the School  
• PTFA  

Swimbridge CE Primary School     
Inspire, Enable and Educate for ‘Life in all its Fullness’. 

  



Last Updated Sept 2019 

 

SCHOOL VISION AND VALUES 

 
 

To inspire, enable and educate for ‘Life in all its Fullness’. 
 

 

Our school vision is to embrace the spiritual, physical, intellectual, emotional and 

social development of all. We strive for educational and academic excellence, 

by supporting and developing the wisdom, hope, community, dignity and love of 

all within our school. 

 

 

• Educating for Wisdom, Knowledge and Skills – We encourage all to seek 

wisdom, knowledge, truth and understanding and help all within our school to 

develop the skills needed to live life in all its fullness. We nurture academic 

achievement, together with emotional intelligence and creativity throughout our 

broad, balanced curriculum. 

 

• Educating for Hope and Aspiration – We embed hope and aspiration in all 

we do. We encourage our school community to grow and develop their mind-set 

and provide support for those who are struggling to thrive, in order that they 

develop resilience and rebuild trust. 

 

• Educating for Community and Living Well Together - We see relationships as 

the core focus of all education. Our children, staff, parents and governors work in 

partnership with each other to enable our school to flourish. We encourage the 

involvement of all families, the church and the wider community, in all aspects of 

the school and strive to reach out to the wider world. 

 

• Educating for Dignity and Respect - We seek to develop in all a sense of 

achievement, encouraging high expectations and a strong sense of self-worth 

and self-esteem within a happy, secure and safe framework that promotes 

attitudes of mutual respect and responsibility.  

 

• Educating for Love – We give high priority to the spiritual and moral 

development of all in our care. We value each person and aim to provide a 

loving school environment, where each individual feels valued and supported 

and has the opportunity to discover and develop his, or her, true potential. 
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ABOUT OUR SCHOOL 

 

The school was originally founded at the end of the 18th century and has been 

housed in its present building since 1866. Despite its age, our listed building has been 

successfully modernised so that rooms are light, airy and well maintained. There are 

four classes, catering for children from reception to year 6 and we currently have 

106 children on roll. 

 

We strive to ensure that our long tradition of achievement is maintained and 

enriched for each child and as a small school we are able to provide a thoughtful, 

personalised learning journey catering to the needs of each child. Our school 

provides a deeply caring environment where children behave with courtesy and 

kindness towards all and this enables everyone to fulfil their potential and develop 

their love of learning. We deliver a creative, broad, balanced and challenging 

topic-based curriculum, as well as a wealth of extra-curricular opportunities. We 

recognise that every child is unique and we therefore offer many varied learning 

opportunities for children, both inside and outside the classroom. 

 

We work in partnership with parents and families to develop each child’s potential. 

We have highly trained and committed staff and happy, busy, well organised 

classrooms which ensure effective teaching and learning. 

 

We do all that we can to promote good manners, consideration to, and an 

understanding of, others, both within school and out in the wider world. We are 

actively engaged in a variety of community and charity events throughout the 

school year. 

 

This prospectus is designed to give you as much information as possible to enable 

you to make the right choice for you as a family and for your child. When children 

leave Swimbridge CE Primary School, we want them to look back with great 

memories of very happy school days, whilst being well prepared for their future 

education and life. We want to provide the foundation for a life-long love of 

learning and the spirit to go out and enjoy their life and feel positive about their 

opportunities in the world – ‘Life in all its fullness.’ 

 

 

ADMISSIONS AND STARTING SCHOOL 

  
As a VA school, with its own admissioning authority, we invite parents to visit the 

school for a tour and to meet with the Headteacher, before a formal application (to 

DCC Admissions) is made.  

 

Children transferring to us from another school are able to do so at a mutually 

convenient time, providing we have space. If there are no available places then 

you can choose for your child to go on our waiting list which is held by our school 

administrator. 

 

Detailed information about admissions is available in our Admissions Policy which is 

reviewed on an annual basis. Please ask in the school office or refer to our website. 
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COLLECTIVE WORSHIP 

 

Collective Worship is an integral part of each day at Swimbridge. The children take 

part in a variety of assemblies throughout the week; as classes and as a whole 

school. The children also enjoy a ‘family group’ session each week where they spend 

time with children from all classes within the school.  

 

Within Collective Worship we investigate and reflect upon our core Christian values 

and the teachings of Jesus, British values, local, national and international events 

and any notable celebrations within the Christian and World calendars. The children 

spend valuable time reflecting on health and wellbeing, relationships and living in 

the wider world. We work closely with the local church and a Family and Education 

Representative from ‘Churches Together’ comes into school each term to relate our 

values directly to the fruits of the spirit, the Bible and the teachings of Jesus. 

 

 

OUR CURRICULUM 

  
As a maintained primary school, we teach the statutory framework for the early 

years foundation stage and the statutory national curriculum framework. These 

curriculums are issued by law and we must follow them unless there is a good reason 

not to. The frameworks include the programmes of study for EYFS and all subjects for 

key stage 1 and 2. 

Whilst the EYFS framework and national curriculum set out the programmes of study 

and attainment targets, the school is free to design its own curriculum map, building 

blocks of knowledge over time to provide a cumulative sequence.   

At Swimbridge we carefully set whole school topics, with planned outcomes, to 

enable a cohesive approach that children can be ‘hooked’ into. When planning 

sequences of work, teachers are mindful that not all learning has to be topic linked, 

and that specific skills within subject areas must also feature within the timetable. 

Teachers are clear about learning outcomes for their pupils and these are explicitly 

identified and revisited to link and exploit key learning in order to embed learning 

long-term.  

 

We believe children need a rich, aspirational, broad, balanced and progressive 

curriculum, based on a creative approach to the acquisition of both skills and 

knowledge. Our emphasis on exploration through play for our youngest children, 

creative and stimulating practical learning activities, music, drama and dance, field 

work and forest school, investigation and self-evaluation give you a taste of what we 

try to weave into our rich curriculum. 

 

LITERACY  
Literacy (English) covers the important skills of reading, writing, speaking and 

listening. A large proportion of the timetable is devoted to this subject as we feel 

Literacy is fundamental to all learning. At Swimbridge, we design our English 

curriculum to cover the range of learning skills and objectives outlined in the 

national curriculum. We deliver exciting, engaging lessons that incorporate the key 

skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. 
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Our approach to reading at Swimbridge School is to develop fluency, 

comprehension, the enjoyment of literature and reading for pleasure. Individual 

reading at school, together with guided reading groups, both teaches and assesses 

reading and enables us to make judgements about reading ability and ensure 

progression. A coloured book banding scheme is followed by all children. Later this 

includes our own Swimbridge colours and an element of ‘free reading’ choice for 

the development of individual reading preference and to encourage breadth of 

author, genre and style. 

 

It is essential that the reading children do at school is supported at home. This daily a 

wealth of information in the reading records to support home reading as well as 

parent information events each year. 

 

At Swimbridge, we follow the daily Letters and Sounds phonics programme, starting 

at the Foundation Stage and throughout Key Stage 1. This scheme supports and 

leads children through the phases of phonics learning in whole class, small group 

and individual phonics interventions as required. The scheme leads onto No 

Nonsense Spelling; working on strategies and spelling rules throughout both key 

stages. 

 

Writing work is carefully planned to ensure progress towards achieving end of key 

stage (2 and 6) expectations. All elements of writing (including spelling and 

grammar) are taught implicitly in engaging, creative literacy units, based on a 

variety of key texts. The children are encouraged to develop independence and 

creativity alongside all the many skills involved in constructing writing for different 

purposes. 

 

MATHEMATICS 

The national curriculum for mathematics aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 

• become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, including through varied 

and frequent practice with increasingly complex problems over time, so that 

pupils develop conceptual understanding and the ability to recall and apply 

knowledge rapidly and accurately.  
• reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, conjecturing 

relationships and generalisations, and developing an argument, justification 

or proof using mathematical language  
• can solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of routine and 

non-routine problems with increasing sophistication, including breaking down 

problems into a series of simpler steps and persevering in seeking solutions. 

 

At Swimbridge School the main focus of maths teaching in key stage 1 is to ensure 

that pupils develop confidence with whole numbers, counting and place value. This 

involves working with numerals, words and the four operations, including with 

practical resources (for example, counters or 100 squares). At this stage, pupils 

develop their ability to recognise, describe, draw, compare and sort different shapes 

and use the related vocabulary. Teaching also involves using measures to describe 

and compare different quantities such as length, mass, capacity/volume, time and 

money. 
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The main focus of maths teaching in lower key stage 2 is to consolidate the learning 

from key stage 1 and ensure that pupils become increasingly fluent with whole 

numbers and the four operations, including number facts and the concept of place 

value. Pupils are taught to develop efficient written and mental methods and 

perform calculations accurately with larger whole numbers. At this stage, pupils 

begin to develop their ability to solve a range of problems, including with simple 

fractions and decimal place value. Teaching also ensures that pupils draw with more 

accuracy and develop their mathematical reasoning so they can analyse shapes 

and their properties. 

 

The key focus of maths teaching in upper key stage 2 is to ensure that pupils extend 

their understanding of the number system and place value to include larger integers. 

This should develop the connections that pupils make between multiplication and 

division with fractions, decimals, percentages and ratio. At this stage, pupils are 

taught to solve a wider range of problems, including increasingly complex properties 

of numbers and arithmetic, and problems demanding efficient written and mental 

methods of calculation. Mastery skills are developed from the early years and built 

on throughout the school to strengthen fluency, problem solving and reasoning. 

 

Information events and practical open mornings take place within the school 

calendar to keep parents informed and help them to understand how best to 

support their children with their learning in maths. 

 

SCIENCE  
Children have a natural curiosity about the world around them and in Science we 

aim to satisfy that curiosity with knowledge and understanding at every level, as they 

develop throughout their years at school. In science lessons they will learn to 

observe, explore and ask questions. Practical work plays an important role, with 

plentiful opportunities to make predictions, collect evidence and carry out 

experiments and investigations that may help to answer scientific questions. 

 

The children develop their ability to use a wide range of scientific equipment and 

they have access to a range of sources of reference to research their scientific 

ideas. Ultimately, at Swimbridge School we aim to inspire the children to think 

creatively, to explain how things work, understand more about their world and, we 

hope, become the scientists of the future. 

 

We ensure national curriculum content coverage at key stage 1 and 2, through our 

2-year rolling programme.   

 

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY  
Design and technology is an inspiring practical subject. Each term, the children take 

part in a whole school DT Day, where they use their creativity and imagination to 

design and make products that solve problems within a variety of contexts, 

considering their own and others’ needs. Each DT day creates an exhibition for 

parents to share in the learning experience. Through our blocked DT provision, the 

children acquire specific skills and subject knowledge and will also draw on skills and 

knowledge from maths, science, computing and art. Within DT, the children 

evaluate past and present design and technology and they develop a critical 

understanding of its impact on daily life and the wider world. 
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GEOGRAPHY AND HISTORY  
Both Geography and History are taught discretely at different times within topic 

work.  We ensure national curriculum content coverage at key stage 1 and 2, 

through our 2-year rolling programme.   

 

Geography enables children to make sense of their world and enables pupils to 

develop a connection and understanding of the world and their place within it. 

The National Curriculum sets out ‘the core knowledge and understanding that all 

pupils should be expected to acquire in the course of their schooling', but 

alongside this, we ensure a local and personalised element to our curriculum to 

ensure that all pupils are engaged with innovative and enjoyable learning that 

has relevance to their lives and work while challenging them to think about 'real 

world' issues children study their local environment and their place in it, and 

compare this to the world beyond and to other times and environments.  
 

History at key stage 1 forms a key part of topic work and the knowledge, skills and 

understanding are taught within this, providing the children with a chance to 

develop a sense of period. At this key stage, the National Curriculum allows for a 

range of topic choices, moving from local history, to British and the wider world. As 

with Geography, we use our local area and the interest and expertise of our 

teachers to develop a broad, rich history curriculum. 

At key stage 2, the children are taught six history studies within the four years and we 

ensure national curriculum content coverage through our 2-year rolling programme.   

 

LIFE CURRICULUM  
Our Life Curriculum encompasses Relationships Education (RSE) Personal Social and 

Health Education (PSHE) and British Values. We link the content of our Life Curriculum 

to our School Values – Wisdom, Hope, Community, Dignity and Love.  

 

Through our Life Curriculum, we teach children to:  
• acquire knowledge and understanding of themselves, others and the world in 

which they live; 

• develop skills for living;  
• make appropriate choices;  
• understand and manage their emotions;  
• protect the environment;  
• become morally and socially responsible;  
• value themselves and respect others;  
• contribute to their community;  
• appreciate diversity and difference. 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

RE and spiritual development have a significant position within our school curriculum 

and we follow the RE Agreed Syllabus for Devon and Understanding Christianity. 

Some of the topics covered during a child's time in this school will include Believing, 

Leaders and Teachers, Pilgrimages and Religious Journeys, Festivals & Celebrations, 

Signs and Symbols, Parables, Healers, Faith, Comparative Religions, Caring for 

Others, Responsibility for our World and Problematic Situations. Parents have a 

statutory right to withdraw their children from Religious Education and Assemblies if 

they so desire. 
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COMPUTING  
Computing lessons prepare our pupils to participate in a rapidly changing world in 

which work and other activities are increasingly transformed by access to varied 

and developing technology. At Swimbridge, children use ICT tools to find, explore, 

program, analyse, exchange and present information. Increased capacity in the use 

of ICT promotes independent learning and active problem solving. 

 

Computers have an important role in the school and children have frequent access 

to laptops, ‘Blue-bot’ robots and other hardware. Children are taught how to use 

calculators, digital recorders, send E-Mail and use a digital camera. Children 

develop their knowledge of programming to develop algorithms and de-bug using 

Blue-bot robots and Scratch software. 

 

Added to the Computing curriculum, all children have regular access to computers 

for a variety of tasks including word processing, PowerPoint presentations, art and 

design, research on the Internet and using databases. 

 

We have a robust Online Safety Policy which can be found on the school website. 
 

MFL - FRENCH  
French is taught formally to all children in Key Stage 2 and songs and activities are 

often introduced to the children at Key Stage 1. 

 

MUSIC  
As part of the music curriculum, all children play various percussion instruments, sing 

and compose their own music. All Key Stage 2 children learn to play tuned and un-

tuned musical instruments within music lessons and we currently offer private tuition 

in guitar, ukulele, fife and flute.   

 

Each year children take part in local music festivals and community events and 

have regular performance opportunities in school, church, our village hall and other 

local venues. 

 

ART & DESIGN  
At Swimbridge School we follow the national curriculum framework for art and 

design, aiming to ensure that all pupils: 

• produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences  
• become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and 

design techniques  
• evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and 

design  
• know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the 

historical and cultural development of their art forms. 

 

DRAMA AND DANCE  
Children take part in a range of drama, dance and movement sessions throughout 

the year. These include Creative Arts days, performance events and class-based 

activities, designed to develop the creativity, communication and confidence of all. 
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PE 

We have an outstanding carousel for PE and Games at Swimbridge School, and we 

have been awarded the School Games Gold Award. The curriculum aims to help 

pupils develop the following skills:  
• develop competence to excel in a broad range of physical activities 

• are physically active for sustained periods of time 

• engage in competitive sports and activities 

• lead healthy, active lives 

 

Children progress their skills through a range of both indoor and outdoor sporting 

activities, taking part in competitions and fixtures with other local schools. We make 

the most of our coastal location by providing surfing lessons as part of our curriculum 

in the summer term each year.  

 

The children also enjoy a wide variety of lunchtime and afterschool extra-curricular 

activities and in the summer term we hold a whole school sports day and an action 

packed ‘Activities Week’. 

 

 

TRIPS, VISITS AND EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

  
Our location in North Devon provides us with a wealth of opportunity and children 

are regularly taken on trips and educational visits linked to topic work, specific skills 

or key learning. In addition to daily trips and visits, we arrange a bi-annual residential 

for all upper key stage 2 pupils as we believe that this experience fosters personal 

growth, supports the independence required at this stage of education and 

prepares the children for their transition to secondary education. 

 

Groups of children regularly visit museums, coastal locations, local towns and 

villages, other schools, live music events, dance and drama performances, nature 

reserves, National Trust properties and farms during the course of their studies. 

Parents are informed about all off-site visits in advance. Visits to school by musical 

and drama groups, storytellers, work professional and other performers are also a 

regular part of our programme. 

 

Our extra-curricular activities include before and after school sports activities, 

cookery (part of Cool Kids Club), Film Club (once a month) and a wide range of 

lunchtime activities including; sports clubs, sewing club, book club, choir, school 

band, computing, lego and construction and many other varied activities 

throughout the year. 

 

 

ASSESSMENT OF PROGRESS, ATTAINMENT AND ACHIEVEMENT 

  
We believe that at Swimbridge, every child should be enabled to achieve their very 

best. It is our job to support and challenge children at all levels of ability. We track 

and record children’s progress against ladders for all subjects in line with age related 

expectations, our own subject specific knowledge and skills ladders and the 

National Curriculum.  
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MEASURING PROGRESS 

We measure pupils’ progress towards the age-related expectations throughout 

each year and also look at progress from KS1 to KS2. 

 

 

 

SUMMATIVE ATTAINMENT TRACKING 

A summative judgement is made at capture points to show if a child is on-track to 

meet the age-related expectations each year. There are three data capture points 

each academic year: end of autumn, end of spring and summer term. 

We record our summative judgements as: Pre Key Stage (PKS), working towards the 

age-related expected standard (WTS), working at the age related expected 

standard (EXS) or working above the age-related standard (GDS) 

Our school’s expectation for all teachers is that they will use assessment effectively 

and accurately, every day, to ensure that the correct scaffolding is built into lessons 

to ensure that all children achieve at an appropriate level, and to an appropriate 

depth. 
 

STATUTORY ASSESSMENT  
At Key Stage 1, the year 1 children take part in a Phonics Screening Check and year 

2 children complete Key Stage 1 SATs assessment papers, to help inform the Teacher 

Assessment given at the end of this Key Stage. 

 

At Key Stage 2, the year 4 children take part in a multiplication tables check, and 

year 6 children complete their Key Stage 2 SATs, sitting Reading, SPAG (Spelling and 

Grammar) and Maths papers. The tests give an independent measure of how pupils 

and schools are doing, compared with national expectations in these subjects. In 

year 6, the children will also be given a Teacher Assessment for Writing. 
 

 

REPORTING TO PARENTS 

  
We encourage an open dialogue between class teachers and parents throughout 

the year. In addition to informal communications, parent / teacher consultation 

events take place during the autumn and spring terms and parents are welcome to 

book an after-school appointment via the school office at any point in the school 

year to discuss progress or any other queries as required. 

 

Schools must provide parents with a written report on their child’s progress once a 

year and in our case, this is usually in July to enable us to include results from national 

tests where applicable. 

 

In addition to the summer term progress report, a one-page summary of attainment 

and progress is sent home for each child at the end of each term. 

 

 

HOMEWORK  
As a school, we encourage children to read for enjoyment at home, either to 

parents or, as they become more confident, to themselves. Spellings and other 

project-based home learning tasks are also sent home and parents play a vital role 

in helping children to become confident in their recall of multiplication tables. 
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Homework tasks encourage independent learning and are designed to stimulate 

interest in a ‘big idea’ within topic work, or to reinforce knowledge learnt in class. 

 

 

POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR 

  
We have very high expectations of children's behaviour. We expect all our pupils to 

be polite, kind and helpful. We aim to provide a safe environment where children  
can feel emotionally and physically secure. Mutual respect has been noted as a key 

feature of our school. 

 

We have adopted a positive behaviour strategy in which behaviours in line with our 

school values – wisdom, hope, community, dignity and love, are taught and 

encouraged at all times. Any distressed or inappropriate behaviour is addressed and 

managed in a timely way through a restorative process. If a parent has any 

concerns about behaviour, they should first discuss this with the class teacher. The 

Headteacher will also be available should parents then wish to discuss any matter 

relating to the life and work of the school. 

 

 

BEHAVIOUR FOR LEARNING 

 

At Swimbridge, we have linked key learning behaviours to our values, focusing on 

our hope and aspiration, wisdom and knowledge, community spirit, dignity and love 

for each other and our school.  

We teach the children explicitly what good learning behaviours are and we focus 

on developing these learning behaviours in class by setting and evaluating 

individual targets. The children are encouraged to understand their thinking and to 

develop a growth mindset – never saying, ‘I can’t do this’… but always saying, ‘I 

can’t do this YET’. 

All of the children have personal Learning Behaviour Targets to work on and have 

time within the curriculum to plan and review their learning each week. 

 

COLLABORATION WITH OTHER SCHOOLS 

  
We have close links with many other local schools and are part of the Coastal and 

Country School’s Partnership and South Molton Learning Community. Throughout the 

year we take part in various sporting and musical activities which enable our pupils 

get to know other children of the same age. We also have close links with the local 

Pre-Schools and nurseries and all local Secondary Schools, especially South Molton 

Community College and The Park School in Barnstaple. 

 

 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

  
We believe that the wearing of a school uniform enables children to identify with 

their school, gives a sense of belonging, is practical and smart, reinforces a positive 

behaviour for learning ethos and reduces expenditure for parents/carers. 
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All children must wear uniform when attending school, representing school or 

participating in a school organised event (except residential visits, social evenings 

and where specifically directed by the school.) This school prospectus provides 

parents/carers with full details of the uniform to be worn (see below). Our uniform 

can be purchased through the school office or online at 

https://www.schoolthreads.org/. It may also be available online through other 

retailers and second-hand items are sometimes available from our PTFA. 

 

Parents are asked to clearly label every item of school clothing with their child’s 

name. The children are responsible for taking care of their own P.E kit and items of 

uniform. P.E. kit should be kept in a drawstring bag on the child’s peg in school all 

week and only taken home at weekends for washing, unless more frequent washing 

is needed. 

 

If a child arrives at school wearing inappropriate clothing which causes concern 

(e.g. unsuitable for the weather, not suitable for the activities etc.) then the school 

will make a phone call home. The school does hold very limited stock of smaller 

uniform should accidents occur and jackets and coats just in case. Persistent 

noncompliance with regard to uniform or PE kit will result in a meeting with parents 

to resolve the matter. 
 

The school uniform colours are grey, white, blue and black/grey. The school PE kit 

colours are royal blue, black and white. 

 

Boys Uniform: 

• Grey trousers/shorts (shorts should be knee length or just above the knee)  
• White shirt or polo shirt (long sleeved or short)  
• Grey school sweatshirt with school logo on. 

• Grey, white or black socks  
• Plain black shoes (no open toed sandals or trainers)  
• A cap/hat may be worn in the summer (compulsory in hot sunny weather) 

 

Girls Uniform: 

• Grey skirt or pinafore dress (knee length or just above the knee)  
• White shirt, polo shirt or blouse (long sleeved or short)  
• Blue/white gingham dress for the summer  
• Grey school sweatshirt/cardigan with school logo on.  
• Grey, white or black socks or tights (white socks with blue gingham ruffles are 

also permitted)  
• Plain black shoes (sensible heels and no open toed sandals or trainers)  
• A cap/hat may be worn in the summer (compulsory in hot sunny weather) 

 

Haircuts are a matter for parents to decide upon. The school will, however, not 

permit haircuts which support logos or are aimed at causing offence. 

 

P.E. Kit: 

• Blue polo shirt with the school’s logo  
• Blue hooded jumper with the school logo  
• Black shorts and black tracksuit bottoms  
• White sports socks  

https://www.schoolthreads.org/
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• A plastic bag for wet, muddy kit  
• Trainers (not plimsolls) 

  
• Gymnastics, dance and apparatus work is performed in bare feet.  
• Long hair should always be tied back  

 

Mouth guards and shin pads will be required where hard ball hockey is played and 

football boots may be required for matches. 

 

Swimming kit is required, for sessions at the North Devon Leisure Centre or South 

Molton Pool. Goggles may be worn if desired. 

 

It is vital that children do not wear their school clothes or shoes for P.E. or Games 

sessions. If your child is unfit for PE sessions, parents are asked to send in a note for 

the teacher to this effect otherwise your child will be expected to participate.   
 

The only items of jewellery permitted in school are watches and small stud earrings 

(which are tolerated but not recommended). For safety reasons these will need to 

be removed or covered during P.E. / swimming activities. 

 

 

SCHOOL TRANSPORT 

  
As a school we encourage children and their parents wherever possible to walk to 

school, in the interests of their health and the environmental impact. We appreciate 

that many of our children live a considerable distance from school, so parents might 

like to consider car sharing or public transport wherever possible. 

 

The Local Authority has a policy on the provision of school transport. Where the Local 

Authority is not obliged to provide transport - including where parents choose a 

school other than that which serves their home address - it is the parents' 

responsibility to make arrangements for travel between home and school. 

 

 

SCHOOL MEALS 

  
Healthy school meals are prepared on our premises, operated by Devon Norse. Our 

cook prepares main meals, vegetarian options, jacket potatoes, salads, vegetables 

and puddings, using locally sourced and freshly prepared ingredients. Government 

funded school meals are available for all EYFS and Key Stage 1 children. Dinners are 

paid for through ParentPay and accounts should remain in credit or be cleared 

weekly. The menu is changed and sent home twice yearly. The menu is also 

available to view on the school’s website. 

 

Free school meals may be available to families receiving certain forms of Income 

Support; more information is available online through the following website 

https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/school-meals. 
 

Facilities are available for children who wish to eat their own packed lunches. We 

would always strongly urge parents to use the school’s hot meals service, and 

otherwise to provide healthy balanced lunches for their children. Children are able 

https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/school-meals
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to bring their own drink to have with their own meal (water is always available) but 

we do not permit fizzy drinks or glass bottles. 

 

Many children like to bring a small snack for mid-morning break; this should be a 

piece of fruit, vegetable or cheese only please. EYFS and Key Stage 1 children 

receive free fruit for morning break and we also provide a ‘Healthy Hatch’ where 

fruit, vegetable and cheese snacks are available to purchase during morning break 

for Key Stage 2 children each day. 

 

 

PAYMENTS 

  
All payments, apart from school uniform, are paid for through our online system, 

ParentPay.  

 

If your child receives instrumental music tuition for fife / flute, guitar or brass 

instrument, you will be required to pay the music tutor directly.  

 

The viability of many school activities depends on the willingness of parental support. 

Some visits and enrichment activities are financed by parental voluntary 

contribution. No child is excluded because of their parents’ inability to contribute, 

however, a visit is unlikely to proceed without sufficient financial support.  The 

Headteacher is happy to discuss financial difficulties in confidence with parents if 

required. 
 

 

SCHOOL HOURS & ABSENCES 

  
The school day starts at 8.45am and ends at 3.15pm. Lunch is from 12pm to 1pm. 

Children should not be dropped off at school before 8.30am please, as playground 

supervision is only available from this time. Teachers, although often in school from 

much earlier, are busy preparing lesson resources and are unable to be responsible 

for children before morning sessions start at 8.45am. 

 

It is essential that all parents keep the school office up to date with any changes to 

contact details. 

 

If your child is late, or if you have to take your child out of school during the school 

day, please sign your child in, or out, at the school office. All visitors during the day, 

including parents, are asked to report to the school office. For security, a CCTV 

system is in operation at the school gate. 

 

If your child is going to be absent from school, a telephone call as close to 8.45am is 

vital, so that we can be certain of the location of all children. We will always 

endeavour to contact parents should a child be unaccounted for at the start of the 

school day. Should there be an exceptional circumstance and you therefore wish to 

take your child out of school during term time, please complete an Absence 

Request Form (available from the school office). Please bear in mind that 

Headteachers are only allowed to authorise absence from school due to 

exceptional circumstances or illness. If your child is unwell or has an infectious 

condition, they should not come to school until they are fully recovered. 
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Should it prove necessary not to open the school (e.g. very bad weather, no power 

for heating etc.) we will notify parents via email and post information on the school’s 

website. Please also see the ‘Severe Weather Procedures Letter’ on the information 

page on the school website, this letter is also emailed to all parents annually in the 

autumn term. 

 

 

COOL KIDS CLUB (our on-site breakfast and after school childcare facility) 

  
Our Cool Kids Club operates every day from 3.15 to 5.30 pm. It is our aim to provide 

high quality child-care in a safe and stimulating environment. 

 

A whole range of activities are available for children to enjoy each evening, ranging 

from crafts, art, cookery, computers, movies and free play. We offer excellent 

quality, cost effective childcare on-site, so to book a place for a regular day, 

complete term, or just the occasional session please ask at the school office. 

 

In addition to our after school Cool Kids Club, we operate a breakfast club to 

provide childcare and a breakfast, from 8.00 am each day with no advanced 

booking required.  
 

 

PARENTS AND THE SCHOOL 

  
Parents are very welcome to help in school on a voluntary basis, assisting with 

reading, music, art, topic work, cookery, sporting activities etc. Please contact the 

office if you would like to volunteer as you will require enhanced DBS clearance. 

 

A weekly newsletter full of interesting and important information about the life of the 

school is emailed at the end of each week; this is also available on our notice board 

at the front of the school and on the school website. 

 

Curriculum evenings and class events are held throughout the academic year and 

class teachers send home curriculum overviews each term. There is also 

comprehensive information about our curriculum available on the school website 

and the school office will be happy to help should you have any queries. 

Safeguarding and Online Safety information is emailed home or included in the 

school newsletter and events also take place throughout the year to help keep 

parents informed so that children are supported to stay safe online. 

 

If you have any questions concerning your child's education, please do not hesitate 

to contact the school office to arrange for your child’s class teacher to contact you 

in the first instance. Parents are always welcome to book an after-school meeting 

with their child’s teacher. Annual parent/teacher consultations are held in July 

following the publication of annual reports, as well as halfway through the Autumn 

Term. 

 

Our Home/School Agreement is an important document which children and parents 

are asked to read and sign before their child starts school with us. 
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PARENT, TEACHER & FRIENDS ASSOCIATION (PTFA)  

We are very fortunate at Swimbridge School to have a small and yet thriving 

PTFA that continues to be an integral part of the school community. All parents 

and staff are automatically members of the PTFA and a new committee is 

elected each year at the AGM, to run events and manage PTFA business. 
 

The PTFA’s AGM is held every October and there are further meetings held 

throughout the year. The committee value everyone’s input, support, energy 

and time and many parents help throughout the year by running and assisting at 

events, offering ideas and baking cakes. Please do look out for meeting dates 

and join in! 
 

In the past 5 years, the PTFA have put money towards a variety of projects such 

as new reading books, computing equipment, an undercover area for the lower 

playground, our school library and many enrichment activities, such as theatre 

visits, artist workshops and activity days. 


