
 

I do hope everyone has had a good week and has enjoyed exploring ‘Famous and Significant People’ with our Class Dojo             
curriculum. In school, the children have made lanterns, applied independent maths skills and learnt about Grace Darling and other 
key figures through weaving, sewing, writing and painting, to name just a few of the varied activities relished by the children this 
week. 
 
I have been working closely with our new partnership school, looking into how things will cohesively transition from now through to 
September. I have also been putting comprehensive plans in place to allow for a full return to school for all children at the start 
of the autumn term, once this is confirmed by our governing board following yesterday’s publication of the DFE guidance.      
Alongside this strategic planning, I have been reviewing and closely monitoring the whole school community’s engagement with our 
online learning platform and evaluating various proven approaches to learning support, should there be any ‘catch up’ needs       
assessed and identified in the autumn term.  
 
Our children are at an advantage to those who the government refer to as being ‘vulnerable’ and for whom the DFE’s catch up 
programme is centred on.  This is because, from the outset, we have prioritised on site provision for those children who may    
otherwise have been at a distinct disadvantage when learning at home. This is also because our school has dedicated and         
committed staff who have worked tirelessly with determination throughout, and huge support from wonderful parents who have 
continued to encourage sustained involvement with learning from home. This combination has ensured that our children have     
continued to show progress across many aspects of their learning, which is clearly evidenced within their Dojo portfolios. I am   
extremely proud of our teaching and support staff who have faced the challenges of this term with huge dedication to their   
profession. Not only have they provided high quality teaching and learning experiences to mixed age groups of key worker, SEND 
and vulnerable children on site each and every day throughout this period, but they have adapted their skills and designed and    
created an online programme to ensure the teaching and learning of all is maintained.  
 
We have very skilled teachers and TA’s at Swimbridge, who routinely assess, support and target children within all aspects of 
their learning as part of their daily teaching. No children are ever left without intervention or support where needs arise and so 
please rest assured that your children will receive any support needed, whether it is wellbeing or academic, upon their return - 
this is the job of a teacher after all!  

Heads have been asked by the LEA to draw attention to the DFE’s latest statement about the summer break: 
 
‘The Secretary of State for Education has confirmed that we are not asking schools to open over the summer holidays, and there 
is no expectation that schools should open for vulnerable children and children of critical workers over this period. Teachers,   
support staff and school leaders deserve a break, to recharge and rest.’ 
 
With the above in mind, I would like to make you aware of the following publication which gives advice to parents when looking at 
out of school provision: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out
-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-
school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak 
 
On Thurs 9th July, Miss Long will be hosting our second Zoom event for Year 6 pupils. Please login by 10am to join the meeting. 
The zoom event planned for the 23rd July, is now being replaced with an on-site event on Mon 20th July (see below). 
 
On Mon 20th July is our ‘drive/walk/ride-by wave’ event, where children and parents can visit school, wave and have a distanced 
chat with staff to mark the end of term. We would love to see you and your child/ren on this day at the following times: 
 

• 10.00-10.20am:  Mrs Horsman’s family group 

• 11.00-11.20am:  Mrs Gilbert’s family group 

• 12.00-12.20pm:  Miss Long’s family group 

• 1.00-1.20pm:  Mrs Jeffery’s family group  
 
Following the above, on 20th, we are inviting our Year 6 pupils to join un site from 1.30pm—2pm. Pupils will need to arrive and   
depart promptly to enable our key worker bubble groups to keep their distance as required at this time. There will be goodies for 
all so we hope that our year 6’s are able to join us! 
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Please see the table below for information about the reduced school dinner menu that will be in place from 7th 
to 14th September. As a school, we have been asked to advise parents to make use of the school dinner       
service wherever possible, to reduce lunchbox storage and potential cross contamination issues. School lunches 
remain excellent value for children, at just £2.30 for a main and dessert, which as you will no doubt be aware, 
is less than a coffee in most coffee shops. All food is freshly prepared on site and will be served in take away 
containers with disposable cutlery. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Lewis and I are currently working on a plan to ensure that Cool Kids Club can be up and running to support     
working parents from September. The provision will have to be adapted in line with COVID-19 advice for after 
school clubs and activities providers and I will be sending a separate letter out with further detail early next 
week. 
 
Parents with children who will be with us in September should have received an email from Mrs Bull this week,      
regarding the annual childhood flu vaccination programme. Please ensure you click on the link within the email 
to   confirm your child’s details.  
 

I would like to wish everyone an enjoyable weekend. Mrs Tibbles 


